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| came to be known as a “go-to” journalist for stories
about wildtire, but, as my first experience covering a
wildtire shows, | was once completely ignorant and naive
about them.



When you speak to the press, you may get someone like
me who has covered them for decades, studied scientitfic
research about them and trained to work on them.



Or you may get someone like the younger me, who has

never seen one before, has no idea how they are
managed or fought and doesn’t know how to be safe
around them.
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"Any fire you go on statewide, whether it be small
or large, the inmate hand crews make up anywhere
from 50 to 80 percent ot the total fire personnel.”

—LT. KEITH RADEY
COMMANDER IN CHARGE OF CALIFORNIA
TRAINING CAMP FOR INMATE FIREFIGHTERS



L earning that prison inmates fight wildfires gave me an
insight into how big a challenge they were for our nation
and led to a decades-long interest in them.



Eventually | trained and worked with tirefighters from
Connecticut who were fighting fires in the West so |
could document how those challenges affected my state.
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Wildfires at Your Doorstep

By Michael Kodas

Oct. 26, 2017

An aerial view of homes destroyed by fires in Santa Rosa, Calif,, this month. J:
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Most media’s interest in wildfires will start with breaking
news, often related to tragedies or threats to
communities.



Yarnell Hill Fire, Arizona June 30, 2013
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Breaking news stories will usually lead to other stories,
sometimes dozens of other stories, that use the incident

as a "news peg” to study other aspects of wildfire.
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MODERN NEWS VALUES

Timeliness
Proximity
Impact

Conflict

Prominence
Novelty
Currency/Engagement

Solutions



JOURNALISTS AREN'T THE ONLY PEOPLE WHO
CAN ASK QUESTIONS!

(CONSIDER ASKING THE REPORTER INTERVIEWING YOU SOME OF THESE.)

What is your deadline?

How much space/time are you planning to focus on my
work or what we're talking about?

s this a multimedia story (photos, audio, video, graphics)?
How long will the story be?
What angle are you taking?

Who else are talking to?



