
Communication Responsibilities: new insights, perspective, context

Academia: Scientist and Faculty

Scientist: Think, propose, execute, and communicate 
scientific research
 Professional responsibility, but personal interpretation
 e.g., National Science Foundation grants, judged based 

on Intellectual Merit and Broader Impacts, including 
communication and outreach

Faculty: Generate knowledge and educate students
 Research
 Teaching
 Service: includes communicating subject matter and 

new insights, to provide context and perspective, to 
varying audiences
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Biggest Communication Challenges

1. What am I being asked for? Am I the right person for this piece?
2. Who is the audience and how can I tailor my information to 

communicate it effectively? 

3. Speaking on topics at the edge of my expertise or experience: 
responding to “surprise” questions that are outside the real of science or 
my expertise and experience as a scientist and educator.



Successful and unsuccessful outcomes

Successful

1. Genuine interest in information 
and understanding of topic

2. Longer pieces, generated from 
unrushed discussion

3. Good match between my expertise 
and experience, and the goals of 
the journalist.

Unsuccessful

1. Looking for someone to support a 
pre-conceived idea

2. Short pieces / sound bites

3. I don’t have the information, 
expertise, experience for which the 
journalist is looking.
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Communication Responsibilities: new insights, perspective, context

Academia: Scientist and Faculty 

Scientist: Think, propose, execute, 
and communicate scientific research:
 Publications
 Outreach

Faculty: Generate knowledge and 
educate students
 Research
 Teaching
 Service

Grant-funded researcher

e.g., National Science Foundation
proposal are judged based on: 

– Intellectual Merit 
– Broader Impacts: 

• Education
• Diversity
• Communication and outreach

*Typically communication with media 
is directly related to a research 
publication


	Communication Responsibilities: new insights, perspective, context
	2017 Fire Season
	Biggest Communication Challenges
	Successful and unsuccessful outcomes
	2017 Fire Season
	Communication Responsibilities: new insights, perspective, context

