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» Professional responsibility, but personal interpretation

= e.g., National Science Foundation grants, judged based
on Intellectual Merit and Broader Impacts, including
communication and outreach

(c) P. Higuera

T __ Faculty: Generate knowledge and educate students
FOTE>LanQ ke CCOIORY INANE CONLEXL A CNVIFONMEenta: thange u ResearCh
= Teaching

= Service: includes communicating subject matter and
new insights, to provide context and perspective, to
varying audiences
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2017 Fire Season

The $2 billion question: Spend on fighting fires or
preventing them? New Study Finds Climate Change Reducing
Forest Regrowth After Fires
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Zinke’s fire memo calls for
aggressive forest thinning !
The policy ignores major ]

drivers of Western fire: weather and climate change.
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The West Is on Fire. Get Used to It.

A fire ecologist explains why this summer's wildfires are so dramatic, and
why the West will have to leamn to Live with a more severs burning seasen.
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- The controversies that defined the 2017 fire season—and
i foreshadow the fires next time
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Learning to live with Western wildfires

By Philip E. Higuera, Andrew J. Larson and Elizabeth Covelli Metcalf Guest columnists

In the morning hours of Aug. 29, an ugly brown-orange haze settled over
Missoula so thick it produced what Missoula City-County Air Quality Sp...




Biggest Communication Challenges

1. What am | being asked for? Am I the right person for this piece?

2. Who is the audience and how can | tailor my information to
communicate it effectively?

3. Speaking on topics at the edge of my expertise or experience:
responding to “surprise” questions that are outside the real of science or
my expertise and experience as a scientist and educator.



Successful and unsuccessful outcomes

Successful Unsuccessful

1. Genuine interest in information 1. Looking for someone to support a
and understanding of topic pre-conceived idea

2. Longer pieces, generated from 2. Short pieces / sound bites

unrushed discussion

3. Good match between my expertise 3. | don’t have the information,
and experience, and the goals of expertise, experience for which the
the journalist. journalist is looking.
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Communication Responsibilities: new insights, perspective, context

Academia: Scientist and Faculty

Scientist: Think, propose, execute,
and communicate scientific research:

= Publications
= Qutreach

Faculty: Generate knowledge and
educate students

= Research
= Teaching
= Service

Grant-funded researcher

e.g., National Science Foundation
proposal are judged based on:
— Intellectual Merit

— Broader Impacts:
e Education
* Diversity
« Communication and outreach

*Typically communication with media
IS directly related to a research
publication
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